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a decided step, aL.d more impossible to decide upon what
it should be. He frequently saw the Cardinal, who was
very kind to him, but who had become more reserved on
religious subjects. He had dined more than once with his
Eminence, and had met some distinguished prelates and
some of his fellow nobles who had been weaned from the
errors of their cradle. The Cardinal perhaps thought
that the presence of these eminent converts would facili-
tate the progress, perhaps the decision, of his ward ; but -
something seemed always to happen to divert Lothair in
his course. It might be sometimes apparently a very
slight cause, but yet for the time sufficient; a phrase of
Lady Corisande for example, who, though she never di-
rectly addressed him on the subject, was nevertheless
deeply interested in his spiritual condition.

* You ought to speak to him, Bertram,' she said one clay
to her brother very indignantly, a.s she read a fresh para-
graph alluding to an impending conversion.    ' You are his
friend.    What is the use of friendship, if not in such a
crisis as this ?'

* I see no use in speaking to a man about love or religion,'
said Bertram,   4 they are  both stronger than friendship.
If there be any foundation for the paragraph, my inter-
ference would be of no avail; if there be none, I should
only make myself ridiculous.'

Nevertheless, Bertram looked a little more after hia
friend, and disturbing the Monsignore, who was at break-
fast with Lothair one morning, Bertram obstinately out-
stayed the priest, and then said: ' * I tell you what, old
fellow, you are rather hippish; I wish you were in tho
House of Commons.'

* So do I,' said Lothair, with a sigh; * but I have come
into everything ready-made.    I begin to think  it  very
unfortunate.'

* What are you going to do with yourself to-day ?   If you